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ABSTRACT

WRITING AND ILLUSTRATING
BOOKS
FOR
YOUNG READERS

"
by
Denise M. Williamson
July 9, 1998
This creative project consists of one complete manuscript for a children's
book, intended for young readers (ages 5-8), and twelve possible illustrations
created in coordination with the text.
The manuscript explores the difference between old age and youth, as it is
discovered by a child desiring to spend the day with his grandfather. Page
numbers and other notes are included to define how the text would come
together to fit publishers' guidelines.
Various illustration techniques were studied throughout the coursework of this
program, to include: black and white ink, color reproduction, watercolor painting,
and enhanced computer art. A storyboard was sketched out to establish an initial
starting point, from which twelve illustrations have been created. These twelve
would not complete the book, nor are they intended to be the final illustrations.
Writing, revising, illustration, layout, and publishing processes, rather than final
product, were the emphasis of this coursework.
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In Winter

6(1eft)

Grandpa, Grandpa, could we sled in the snow?

7(right)

You can, Little One, I'm much too cold.

8

Grandpa, Grandpa, could we go climb a tree?

*

9

I'm not so strong, Son, climb without me.

*

10

Grandpa, Grandpa, could we swing to the sky?

11

It makes me dizzy, Dear, it's just too high.

12

Grandpa, Grandpa, could we ride our bikes?

13

Not me, Child, it fills me with fright.

14

Well then, Grandpa, could we roll down the hill?

15

Oh no, Sweetheart, it's just not a thrill.

16

Here, here, Grandchild, let's watch for some birds.

17

Listen, Grandpa, did you hear that one chirp?

*
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18

What about taking a long, long walk?

19

How about a short one, with, perhaps, a long talk?

*

20

Now off we go. Boy, down to the lake.

*

21

You grab the poles, and I'll get the bait.

*

22

Right there, Boy, is where the big one waits.

*

23

Sit real still, now, and maybe he' II take.

*

.I
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24

Here's the old frisbee, you run, right quick.

25

Toss like I showed you, just a flick of the wrist.

26

Look at this, Child, it's a graceful old kite.

27

Your dad and I built this when he was just a tyke.

28

Oh, so, did you play with Dad? Were you different then?

*

29

Not a whole lot different, just a younger man.

*

30

Ooh, look, Grandpa, could we get an ice cream cone?
Now that I can handle, you won't eat alone.

31

Grandpa, Grandpa, will you hold my hand?
Of course, Grandson, let's head home again.

32 (left, back) small illustration
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